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W
idening Participation &

 Strengthening the 
European R

esearch A
rea (ER

A
):

•
W

idening Participation and 
Spreading Excellence

●
Team

ing
●

Tw
inning 

●
E

R
A

 C
hairs

●
C

O
S

T
●

S
upport to N

C
P

s, pre-proposal checks and 
advice

●
B

rain circulation
●

E
xcellence initiatives: 
�

E
xcellence H

ubs
�

E
uropean E

xcellence Initiative for  
U

niversities
●

H
op-on

R
eform

ing and enhancing the European 
R

&
I system

●
S

cientific evidence &
 foresight

●
S

upport to the E
R

A
 developm

ent
●

S
upport to national R

&I policy reform
, 

including P
olicy S

upport Facility
●

A
ttractive researcher careers

●
O

pen science, citizen science and science 
com

m
unication

●
E

thics and integrity
●

G
ender equality

●
S

upport to dissem
ination &

 exploitation
●

S
upport to international cooperation

€ 2,96 billion
€ 0,44 billion



W
idening participation and strengthening the ER

A W
P

¾
D

estination #1
: Im

proved access to excellence
•

Team
ing

•
Tw

inning (incl. special call W
B

C
)

•
E

xcellence H
ubs

•
E

uropean E
xcellence Initiative for H

igher E
ducation Institutions

•
R

&
I P

olicy m
aking in W

estern B
alkans

•
H

op-on facility
•

(under other actions) C
O

S
T

¾
D

estination #2: A
ttracting and m

obilising the best talents
•

E
R

A C
hairs

•
Fostering balanced brain circulation

¾
D

estination #3: R
eform

ing and enhancing the E
U

 research and innovation system
 2021-2024



N
EW

: Excellence H
ubs

Target groups:
•

P
laced based Innovation ecosystem

s based on the quadruple helix m
odel 

(research institutions, firm
s, regional/local authorities, societal actors)

O
bjective:

•
D

evelop innovation excellence in a regional context in w
idening countries

•
S

trengthen linkages betw
een science and business

•
E

laborate cross border strategic R
&

I agendas
•

M
obilise

investm
ents

Expected im
pact:

•
E

xcellent innovation ecosystem
s in w

idening countries in relevant dom
ains of 

cutting-edge science and innovation
•

Long term
 joint R

&I strategies underpinned by concrete action plans
•

C
om

m
on investm

ent plans for R
&

I including infrastructures leveraging  funds and 
investm

ents in a synergetic m
anner



N
EW

: Excellence H
ubs

H
ow

:  
C

SA grant (4 years) up to 5 m
illion

-
consortium

 structure: at least tw
o quadruple helix ecosystem

s from
 tw

o different 
countries

-
N

o advanced partner, non-w
idening partners accepted as long as co-ordination 

and center of gravity (at least 70%
 of budget) rem

ains in w
idening countries

-
M

andatory participation of established business partners
C

ontent:
-

C
ross-border joint R

&I strategy aligned w
ith strategic priorities 

-
Joint  R

&
I project consolidating academ

ia business linkages 
-

A
ction and investm

ent plan for im
plem

entation of the strategy
-

C
onceptual design and pre-planning for pilots and dem

onstrators (if applicable) 
-

A
ccom

panying m
easures e.g. to raise visibility, citizen engagem

ent, technology 
transfer, entrepreneurship training, staff exchange, m

utual learning etc



Policy objective: C
ontributes to achieving the Inclusiveness am

bition of the 
future ER

A
policy by involving research institutions from

 W
idening countries in 

H
orizon E

urope P
illar 2 actions.

C
all:H

O
R

IZO
N

-W
ID

ER
A

-2022-A
C

C
ESS-07-01

Type of action: R
IA 

O
pening: 28 Jan 2022 * –

C
ut-O

ff dates: 20 A
pr2022; 10 N

ov
2022

Indicative budget (E
U

R
 m

illion): 40.00 
Expected EU

 contribution per project (E
U

R
 m

illion) 0,2 to 0,5
Expected num

ber of projects to be funded: 80

*P
roposed postponem

ent for technical reasons

H
O

P
 O

N
 FA

C
IL

IT
Y



W
ho: 

•
A

consortium
 funded under Pillar 2 or the EIC

 Pathfinder actions of 
H

orizon E
urope w

ith a valid grant agreem
ent but w

ith no partner from
 a 

W
idening country;

•
A legal entity from

 a W
idening C

ountry w
ishing to join this collaborative

R
&I action.

H
ow

:
•

The proposal m
ust be subm

itted by the coordinator of the consortium
 

funded under P
illar 2 / EIC

 P
athfinder of H

orizon E
urope. 

•
A

ll consortium
 partners need to agree

on the accession of the new
 partner.

•
The proposal should include a detailed description of the profile of the new

 
partner and its role in the existing project and the R

&
I relevance and 

com
plem

entarity
needs to be dem

onstrated. 
•

The additional partner and task should be highlighted by colours
in a 

docum
ent based on the description of the ongoing action.  A dedicated 

proposal tem
plate w

ith clear instructions w
ill be published soon.
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Im
plem

entation: 
•

S
elected consortia w

ill be invited to subm
it an am

endm
ent request for 

accession of a new
 partner, m

odification of the description of the action 
and upgrade of the budget.

C
osts:

•
The budget increase m

ust be exclusively for the benefit of the new
 

partner.
•

A
n additional coordination fee of up to 10%

 of the increased budget can 
be allocated to the coordinator of the consortium

.. 
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• At system
 level, m

obilise
excellence and increase visibility of the 

participants from
 the W

idening countries, im
prove know

ledge circulation, 
and reduce lack of participation of W

idening countries in them
atic 

dom
ains.

• At organisation
level, open up silos of established closed consortia and 

im
prove research excellence of the W

idening country’s institutions in 
specific fields.

• A
t the level of the beneficiary, provide new

 com
petencies and skills 

(from
 w

orking in transnational projects) including on research 
m

anagem
ent and dissem

ination
and exploitation of results. 
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